POLICY BUNDLING TO
PREVENT DISPLACEMENT

WHAT IT IS

A displacement prevention policy bundle is an integrated
set of housing, land-use, tenant protection, and
community ownership policies designed to work together
in areas experiencing transit-driven change. Transit
investment reshapes neighbourhood markets through
multiple pathway - rising rents, speculative acquisition,
and redevelopment pressure - none of which can be
addressed effectively through a single intervention. This
lever acknowledges that displacement is systemic and
responds with coordinated policies that operate across

time, tenure, and land ownership.

EQUITY IMPACTS

Transit-induced displacement disproportionately affects low-income renters, racialized communities, and small,
locally owned businesses that rely on stable neighbourhood conditions. When policies are implemented in
isolation, gaps emerge that allow displacement to continue through unprotected channels.
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ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS
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Strong tenant protections, including
right-to-return and rent stabilization

Acquisition and preservation funds
for at-risk rental and commercial

properties

Support for non-profit, cooperative,
and community land trust models

Small business stabilization tools in

transit corridors

Bundled approaches reduce these gaps by addressing multiple pressures simultaneously, resulting in significantly
lower rates of involuntary displacement and stronger retention of long-term residents and community-serving
businesses in transit corridors.

HOW IT WORKS

A displacement
prevention bundle
functions as a
coordinated system
rather than a checklist
of policies:

Early in transit planning,
municipalities identify
neighbourhoods at
highest risk and activate

protections before land
values escalate

Tenant protections stabilize
existing residents,
acquisition tools intervene

when properties come onto

the market, and community
ownership models convert
vulnerable assets into
affordable housing or
commercial space

Small business supports
operate in parallel,
recognizing that
commercial displacement
can undermine community
stability as much as
residential loss

The combined effect is
cumulative: each policy
reinforces the others,
closing off pathways
through which
displacement typically
occurs.
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SPOTLIGHT: SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

Seattle’s Equitable Development Initiative (EDI), launched in 2016, provides an example of a place-based anti-
displacement strategy in neighborhoods vulnerable to gentrification pressures. Administered by the City’s Office
of Planning and Community Development (OPCD), EDI delivers capital grants, predevelopment loans, technical
assistance, and capacity-building to community-led organizations, prioritizing racial equity and long-term
community control over land and assets. While not exclusively transit-focused, many grantees operate in high-
risk zones identified by tools like the Urban Displacement Project. This bundled approach combines direct
investment with data-driven targeting to preserve affordable housing, cultural hubs, and small businesses before
market forces escalate.

OUTCOMES SUCCESS FACTORS

« EDI awarded over $116 million across nine
funding cycles to 77 community organizations by Early displacement risk mapping via Urban
2024. This has enabled land acquisition, housing Displacement Project typologies and city
preservation, and cultural space stabilization. equity indicators

e A January 2025 Impact Report highlights 75
active projects, including community land trusts
and artist spaces, demonstrating real estate Stable funding streams, including JumpStart
control amid rising values near transit stations Tax revenues scaling to $26 million annually

Community governance through the EDI
Advisory Board, comprising residents and
leaders to shape RFPs and priorities

Layered supports like policy advocacy and
partnerships with King County for regional
scale

FOR MORE INFORMATION

o City of Seattle. Equitable Development Initiative.

o Urban Displacement Project. Displacement Risk and Transit Investment.

e OECD OPSI: Displacement Mitigation and Transit Investments: A Look Across Cities
e EDI Impact Report (Jan 14, 2025)
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